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Pair of Chinese café au lait teabowls and saucers, Qianlong (1735-96)
POA

Pair of Chinese café au lait teabowls and saucers, Qianlong (1735-96), the teabowls decorated to the
interior with swimming fish, waterweeds and a crustacean all below a waterweed garland band, the
exteriors with prunus, chrysanthemum, peony and lotus in polychrome enamels, the bases with
precious babao within double circles; the saucers with flowers issuing from rockwork and a central
roundel containing a spray of peony all within a geometric hatch-pattern band; the reverse with
fruiting boughs and central square marks within double circles.

Dimensions:

Diameter of saucer: 11.5cm. (4 1/2in.), diameter of teabowl 7.5 cm. (2 15/16in.), height of teabowl: 4
cm. (1 9/16in.)

Condition:

Chip to one saucer with very small associated hairline and tiny nibbles to the other, one teabowl with
tiny shallow chip

Notes:
The flowers on the outside of the teabowls represent the flowers of the four seasons, a motif in
Chinese art dating back to ancient times. Together they symbolise the unfolding of the four seasons:
peony (spring), orchid/lotus (summer), chrysanthemum (autumn) and prunus (winter).

Material and
Technique

Porcelain with underglaze cobalt blue decoration and café au lait glaze

Origin Chinese

Period 18th Century

Dimensions Height of teabowl: 4 cm. (1 9/16in.)

Diameter
Diameter of saucer: 11.5cm. (4 1/2in.), diameter of teabowl 7.5 cm. (2
15/16in.)

Antique ref: W665
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