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Chinese famille-rose plate, Qianlong (1736-1795), circa 1750
POA

Chinese famille-rose plate, Qianlong (1736-1795), circa 1750, finely decorated in rich famille-rose
enamels; the centre with Don Quixote holding a lance and wearing armour, a puce cloak and a
barber's basin, seated astride his horse Rosinante, with Sancho Panza holding the bridle and two
women peering from behind a tree to one side, the rim with four gilt ruyi-head cartouches containing
alternating grisaille vignettes of oriental landscapes and birds perching on peony shrubs

Dimensions:

Diameter: 23cm. (9 in.)

Condition:

Neatly restored crack

Notes:
The scene depicted is from Part I, Chapter XXI, in which Don Quixote and Sancho encounter a man
wearing a strange glittering hat. Don Quixote mistakes the man for a mighty knight wearing the
mythical helmet of Mambrino, and charges at him in order to win the helmet for himself. In reality,
however, the man is a lowly barber with a basin on his head to protect him from the rain, and flees in
terror when charged at, leaving Don Quixote to triumphantly claim the basin as his prize. This scene
was first illustrated as part of a series of paintings by French artist Charles-Antoine Coypel (1694-
1752), published as cartoons in 1718, which in turn were reproduced as copper engravings
throughout Europe over the course of the eighteenth century. Illustrations from contemporary
publications were a popular visual source for reproduction on Chinese porcelain, and as such these
pieces represent the international exchange of visual and material cultures as the European demand
for innovative and high quality Chinese ceramics grew. For an example of the kind of copper
engraving which would have been used as a model for this plate, see 'Don Quichotte prend le bassin
d'un barbier' by Louis Surugue after Charles Antoine Coypel, 1723-24 in the collection of the
Metropolitan Museum (24.63.1671). For a similar plate see Howard (D.) and Ayers (J.): China for the
West, 1978, volume one, p.346 plate 344

Material and
Technique

Porcelain with overglaze enamel decoration

Origin Chinese

Period 18th Century
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Diameter 23cm. (9 in.)

Antique ref: X468


